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From Fr. Kevin
Taking note of the apparent contradiction between
the Fourth Commandment, honor
thy father and
mother, and Jesus’
instruction to the
crowd at the beginning of the Gospel passage this weekend, it might
be easy for us to be sidetracked and
caught up in a consideration of just
exactly what Jesus meant by
“hate.” To be forced to make a
choice between loving our parents,
our families, even our lives, or being disciples of Jesus might appear
to be a bit unreasonable. We could
easily find ourselves embroiled in a
serious debate or trying to discover
some way to soften or change or
justify Jesus’ encouragement to
“hate” anyone. But such an exercise would only serve to distract us
from the more difficult, the more
serious challenge with which we
are confronted in the lines that follow. By the time we’ve decided
that Jesus didn’t really mean
“hate,” or that a more faithful
translation of the term meant
something a bit less harsh, we
would have already forgotten the
part about carrying our own crosses. Cross carrying is not something
encouraged in our gratificationcentered culture. Pharmaceutical
companies, as well as distilleries,
capitalize and count on our desire
to numb our pains. We are subtly
taught to ignore the needs of others
and look out for number one, sel-

dom encouraged to find solace and
healing for our own troubled hearts
by tending to the brokenness of
someone else. We will support anything, including Church, as long
as it is convenient, and as long as it
serves our needs. There is no longer an appreciation for “sacrifice,”
like the long line of men who
marched toward the mills in years
gone by, stopping in for Mass at
5:30 every morning. Now we have
people complaining they can’t go to
5:30 P.M. Mass at one church, and
complaining that they have to at
the other church.
Unattractive, unpleasant, or unwelcome people are kept well out
of sight along with anyone else
who might remind us of the splintery crosses of our own lives. We’re
led to believe that a lot of money, or
a high-paying job, or good looks, or
popularity, or a big house can replace or eliminate any cross that
might burden us. We are infected
with a sense of entitlement to everything including our favorite Mass
time. We learn to avoid crosses, to
ignore them, or to hide from them,
instead of confronting and embracing, or actually carrying them. We
seem to love to complain, and we
love to be angry not realizing how
ugly it makes us.
Maybe the reason Jesus is so keen
on carrying our crosses is that he
knows where it can lead, a conclusion we should have drawn by now
after hearing the Easter stories so

Interested in learning more about the
Roman Catholic faith?
An informational meeting will be
held on Sunday, September 11, 2022 in
the social hall after the 11 AM Mass. Contact Regina
Oliva at 330-743-1109.

often. The crosses we complain
about, the ones from which we
hide, the crosses we find so repulsive and painful and distasteful
might turn out to be the very instruments that point to our salvation. The pain we might feel in our
joints with every step we take
might be filling us with a sense of
compassion and a desire to offer
some comfort to someone who
can’t walk at all. Forcing ourselves
to attend Mass at an inconvenient
time might give us an appreciation
for those who live in places where
they are forbidden to attend Mass.
The torment and grief caused by
the loss of someone dear compelling us to enter in and fill the void
for someone who has been long
forgotten, isolated, cut off. The
dark and humiliating secrets that
haunt us, afraid that someone
might “find us out,” inspiring us to
hold out a hand of forgiveness and
acceptance and welcome to another embarrassed soul who has been
shunned and outcast. Our own
bruised and broken relationships
might fill us with a passion for
peace and reconciliation. We
might be surprised at how far our
crosses can take us. Imagine where
they might lead. Cross carrying
may not be popular among the
worldly, but they know as much
about crosses as they do resurrection. Our best bet is to take it from
someone who’s been there. Jesus
still knows what he’s talking about.
Blessings!!

THANK YOU!
Thank you to EVERYONE who donated
baked goods for our reception last Sunday.
The variety was amazing and made a
beautiful display! We are truly grateful for
the generosity and support of our parish community!

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday, September 4
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00am Mary Yarwick
Monday, September 5
8:30am Jack Doran
Sunday, September 11
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00am Jackie Leone
Monday, September 12
8:30am Jim Jordan

The Sanctuary Candle
burns
September 3 thru September 9
in memory of
Michael A. Thomas
from Repasky & Cera Families.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Once again, our caring parish opened
their hearts! Thank you for supporting
our Sock and Underwear Drive for the
countless children in need returning to
school. Our SVDP Society here always
answers God’s call. We also had the
most volunteers helping distribute on
August 27th.
Thank you for your continued
donations after Mass to help with
school clothes, shoes, supplies, food,
furniture, utilities, and so many other
needs in our Valley!

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
St. Patrick’s will be the site for our next
blood drive on Thursday, October 6
from Noon - 6pm in the social hall.
To schedule an appointment, call the
rectory at 330-743-1109.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
Gospel: Luke 15:1-32

September 4, 2022

Stewardship at St. Patrick
Regular (49 envelopes)
$2,880.00
Visitor
421.00
Electronic Giving (28)
1,162.00
Weekly Budget Amount
8,700.00
Difference
- 4,237.00
Novena
56.00
Preservation/Restoration
160.00
Thank you for your continued generosity!
Attendance at Mass: 11:00am: 165

FIRST FRIDAY
The next First Friday Club Luncheon & Speaker Series will be held
on Thursday, September 8 from 11:30am - 1:00pm at Avion on the
Water Banquet Center. The Most Reverend David J. Bonnar,
Bishop of the Diocese of Youngstown will be the speaker. His
program is “My Vision of a Parish in the 21st Century.” The cost to
attend is $10. Please call the rectory at 330-743-1109 to reserve
your seat

ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION
We are blessed to have faithful catechists for our EFF classes,
however, we could use a few substitute teachers who’d be willing
to help out when needed. Please call Alvera at 330-743-1109 if you
are interested in being a regular catechist, (it would involve two
Saturday mornings a month), or interested in helping out with
projects/activities as needed during class time.
Parents and Guardians, if you have not turned in your children’s
registration form, please do so as soon as possible. If you need a
registration form, contact the rectory or forms can be found on
our parish website, www.stpatsyoungstown.com.

LUCK OF THE IRISH RAFFLE TICKETS
The first monthly drawing of $100 for our Luck of the Irish Raffle
will be held on Tuesday, September 20.
• Tickets are $100, and only 500 tickets are sold.
• Six monthly drawings of $100 beginning in September.
• First prize is $10,000 / $17,000 in prizes
Do you have your ticket yet? If you’d like to purchase or split a
ticket, please call the rectory at 330-743-1109.

ADULT CONFIRMATION
Confirmation for baptized Catholic Adults will be held at
St. Columba Cathedral, Sunday, November 20, 2022 at the 4 PM
Mass. Join with Bishop Bonnar and other adults in the diocese.
Contact Regina Oliva at 330-743-1109.

