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SAINT PATRICK PARISH PRAYER 

Loving God, as a parish community,  
    nourished by your Word and Eucharist, 
we ask you to grant us wisdom, courage 
    and generosity so that we might: 

• welcome others without prejudice; 
• embrace works of charity and justice; 
• lift the burdens of the needy; 
• and show reverence for one another  
     and for all creation. 

Make our parish a beacon of hope and  
    a sign of peace in our valley 
as we continue to praise you with our  
    voices and the witness of our lives. 
To you, O God, be the glory forever  
    and ever.   Amen. 

ST. PATRICK, PRAY FOR US. 

Thank you to Jackson Johnson, a YSU Honors Student, for  
volunteering in our Community Gardens. 



There are a few different versions 
of the Good Shep-
herd story be-
tween the four 
Gospels.  The most 
popular and pleas-
ant version is 

probably the one found in the Gos-
pel of St. Matthew.  In Matthew’s 
Gospel, some helpless, innocent 
lamb wanders away, gets lost, and 
in its vulnerability is at the mercy 
of any hungry wolf who happens to 
be on the prowl.  Along comes the 
shepherd, the golden-haired hero 
to the rescue.  He throws the fright-
ened lamb over his shoulder, and 
off they go back to the safety of the 
flock.  Such a nice story.  It’s not 
that way in the version summed up 
in the Gospel we share this week-
end from St. John.  In John’s ver-
sion, the shepherd isn’t the hero; 
the shepherd is the negotiator.  
John’s version is more about ran-
som than it is about rescue.  Just 
prior to this passage, the shep-
herd’s voice says, “Thieves come to 
plunder, to steal and destroy, but I 
am the good shepherd and I lay 
down my life for my sheep.”  Jesus 
is not rescuing lambs from bramble 
bushes like in Matthew’s Gospel.  
In John’s Gospel, he’s placing him-
self between us and the evil one.  
Only when we’ve realized how vul-
nerable we are in the face of evil, do 
we truly come to appreciate Jesus 
standing there in the middle like a 

big brother stepping between his 
little brother and the bully on the 
playground.  When we realize the 
danger we could be in, suddenly 
Jesus becomes very important.  Re-
ligion doesn’t start with being 
good. It starts with being scared, 
and given the potential for violence 
and terror rampant in our society, 
and not just across oceans but close 
to home as well, it’s hard not to live 
in a state of fear or anxiety. 

Since the beginning of this new 
millennium, we’ve followed a con-
stant stream of school shootings, 
assaults, and terrorist attacks, 
which we know in our hearts do 
not really end with a few arrests 
here and there.  To be sure, law en-
forcement, legislators, investiga-
tors and interrogators are hard at 
work trying their best to make 
things safe for us.  And the media 
does it’s very best to bring all the 
gory details into our homes.  But 
one issue the government and the 
media do not and cannot address, 
is what happens to our soul when 
we continuously live in fear. 

What happens is this:  When evil 
draws close, we begin to compre-
hend the terrible power of sin, and 
how every sin . . . yours, mine, big, 
small, local or global . . . every sin 
empowers the evil one to steal and 
plunder and destroy our peaceful-
ness, our sense of compassion and 
generosity, our families, our town, 
our world. 

And something else happens too, 
again, something government and 
media can’t control.  When evil 
draws close, God draws even clos-
er, and we see proof of that this all 
the time.  We see it in the genuine 
concern and tender compassion 
shown to victims, strangers taking 
care of strangers.  That’s our shep-
herd, our savior, the Christ, who 
steps in between evil and us, 
throws back his shoulders, and 
dares the devil to take a swing; our 
Good Shepherd who lays down his 
life for his sheep. 

Armed with this confidence, 
doesn’t it only make sense that we 
would do the very same thing for 
those weaker and more frightened 
than we are? Since God so willingly 
stretched out a hand to pull us 
close, shouldn’t we be willing to do 
the same for someone who comes 
from the same fear the same pain, 
the same danger as we do?  It’s why 
we even bother to tell this Gospel 
story, that we might recognize the 
power of Jesus in our lives and be 
bearers of that same power to one 
another.  It’s how religion, rooted 
in fear, is transformed into grace - 
grace freely given by God to be 
shared with our brothers and sis-
ters.  Jesus, the Good Shepherd is 
the living example.  It’s up to us to 

follow him. 
Easter Blessings!! 

From Fr. Kevin 

MILL CREEK MAPLE SYRUP 
The Rocky Ridge Neighbors recently bottled 
their 2022 batch of Mill Creek Maple Syrup 
in our social hall.  We have a few bottles for 
sale in the rectory for $15 each.    

ADULT ALTAR SERVERS  
St. Patrick’s is looking for volunteers to be Adult Altar Servers 
for Masses and funerals.  Are you retired or have a flexible 
work schedule? This might be the perfect ministry for you.  
Interested?  Please contact the rectory at 330-743-1109. 



Fourth Sunday of Easter                                                                               May 8, 2022 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 
Thank you to everyone who has made a commitment to the 2022 
Annual Diocesan Appeal, One in Hope, One in Mission.  As of April 
20th, we were at 55% of our parish goal of $37,700.  We need the 
support of every member of our parish if we are to be successful.  
If you have not yet made your commitment, please take a 
commitment envelope located at the church doors and return it 
next week. 
 

FIRST STEP FOR CHANGE 
Catholic Charities will hold its annual First Step for Change 
campaign from Mother’s Day through Father’s day, honoring the 
faith, humility and love it takes to raise a child, and recognizing 
that many parents lack adequate financial resources for their 
children.  Each family interested in participating in First Step for 
Change is asked to pick up a First Step after Mass, and return it 
to our parish by June 30.  All money collected by our parish will 
help to meet local needs.  Thank you. 
 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 
You’re invited to join Fr. Lawrence  on a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land September 5 - 14, 2022.   Don’t miss the opportunity to 
discover this distinctive and spiritual land.  An informational 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 1 from 6:30 - 8:00pm 
in our social hall.  For more information, call 330-743-1109. 
 

REVERSE RAFFLE 
Congratulations to the April winners of the Reverse Raffle 
monthly drawing Debbie Palkovic and Richard Mills.   
 

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS 
First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles:  13:14, 43-52 
Second Reading: Revelation 7:9, 14b-17 
Gospel:  John 10:27-30 

Stewardship at St. Patrick  
Regular (74 envelopes) $8,016.00 
Visitors 50.00 
Electronic Giving (31) 1,137.00 
Weekly Budget Amount 7,375.00 
Difference + 1,828.00 
Novena 31.00 
Preservation/Restoration 372.00 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Attendance at Mass:  
11:00am:  168            5:30pm:   72 

PRAYING FOR OUR FIRST 
COMMUNICANTS 

Five young people will be receiving 
their First Communion today.  Please 
keep the following First Communi-
cants and their families in your pray-
ers on this joyful day: 
 Abigail Gatto
 Maggie Kennedy 
 Alison McCullough 
 Ben Shrake 
 Emma Sloan 
  

ADOPT A FLOWER BED 
If you enjoy gardening, then “Adopt a 
Flower Bed” is  for you!  Your  
handiwork can help to beautify the 
parish grounds by maintaining one of 
the flower beds for the summer   
season.    You can take responsibility 
for specific “beds” on the parish 
grounds by planting flowers,  pulling 
weeds, and maintaining their beauty. 
Interested?  Call the rectory at 330-
743-1109.  Help keep our flower beds 
looking great this summer!   
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday, 8 / 4th Sunday of Easter 
   11:00am    Bill & Jane Thornton 
    5:30pm    David Wrench 

Monday, May 9  
    8:30am     John David Rook 

Sunday, May 15 / 5th Sunday of Easter 
   11:00am    Judy Savage Deibel 
    5:30pm    Joey DeSantis 

Monday, May 16 
    8:30am     Scott Musser 

The Sanctuary Candle 
burns May 7 thru May 13 

in memory of   
Alice Fritz & Mary Weiss 

from Cathy Crawford. 


