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From Fr. Kevin
As this gospel memory unfolds, it
becomes clear that
this is a story
about Jesus. A
story about Jesus’
divine ability to
draw the worst of
sinners beyond themselves. To call
a sinner like Zacchaeus to accountability, to call him to conversion.
It’s also a story about Zacchaeus
himself, acknowledging his sinful
past, his commitment to repentance and to amend his life. And all
because Jesus simply wanted to
visit his house.
But there is someone else represented here in this gospel, someone
who goes only by the name of
“Crowd.” And crowd plays the part
of us.
Yes, this is also a story about you
and me, as we assume the role of
that critical crowd. Looking on, we
have our opinions about Jesus and
Zacchaeus and, I guess, we might
be inclined to reflect on what might
have been going on in their minds,
to ponder what they might have
been thinking as we recall this familiar story.
What did Jesus seek to accomplish
by singling out one of the most des-

picable guys in town? He was obviously trying to make a point, making some sort of statement, and we
might all weigh in on the possibilities, given our own points of view.
And what about Zacchaeus, what
was he up to besides that Sycamore
tree? What was his motivation,
what was he after, what did he
have to gain by trying to get a
glimpse of this Jesus? Sometimes
we just don’t know with whom to
be more indignant - Zacchaeus or
Jesus.
Imagine the nerve of that Zacchaeus all puffed up and bragging about
his honesty, his conversion. This is
the guy who made a living cheating
us (the crowd) out of our money.
And what kind of fool is Jesus,
chasing after this crook and hanging out at his house? Seems like
this great teacher is a pretty poor
judge of character. It looks like we
might be playing a bigger part in
this story than we thought.
And so, it is that maybe this gospel
is not as concerned with Jesus’
mercy, or Zacchaeus’ conversion,
as it is with our sense of selfrighteousness, our willingness to
grumble a condemnation, our entitlement denied, why didn’t Jesus
look up into our tree and dine at

our home? We want to leave the
compassion and mercy and forgiveness up to Jesus and totally
miss the point that Jesus did these
things as an example for us to follow. Not that we would be furious
that a sinner was forgiven, but that
we would be overjoyed at the sinner’s conversion.
It could be a part of our problem
involves getting around to conversion ourselves. How can we be
happy about the forgiveness of
someone else’s sin when we don’t
feel that same mercy ourselves,
not from God, not from others, not
even in our own hearts.
The fact is, we all have our weakness, we all have our shortcomings.
We all have our own sinful side,
whether public or private, just like
Zacchaeus. But we all have our
own sycamore trees too. It’s never
too late, and it’s never too hard to
make the climb.
To catch a glimpse at the one who
can help us change our lives. And
to feel the same freedom, the same
mercy, the same conversion of
heart as Zacchaeus did. We don’t
have to be perfect, we just have to
be willing to climb.
Blessings!!

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

#iGiveCatholic
We are gearing up for another
year of #iGiveCatholic! Last year
we raised $11,635 thanks to your
generosity!
Stay tuned for updates on this
year’s campaign. Early giving
will open on November 14!

THANK YOU for your generous response to the
collection for the Society for the Propagation of the
Faith last weekend on World Mission Sunday. Our
parish raised $584. You may stay connected yearround to the Pope’s missions by visiting MISSIO.org.

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
First Reading: 2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14
Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5
Gospel: Luke 20:27-38

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday, October 30
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00am Stan Mussler
Monday, October 31
8:30am Fred W. Fessler, III
6:00pm Walter & Ann Kelly
Tuesday, November 1
All Saints
8:30am Mass at St. Angela Merici
6:00pm - All Souls’ Mass
Sunday, November 6
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00am Richard Moore
Monday, November 7
8:30am Jack Doran

The Sanctuary Candle
burns
October 29 thru November 4
in memory of
Michael Pernotto
from Donna Pernotto.

LUCK OF THE IRISH
We currently have 95 tickets sold for
the Luck of the Irish Raffle. Only 500
tickets are sold for a chance to win
$10,000! Congratulations to the
Parish Life Committee who was the
winner of the October drawing.
Don’t have your ticket yet? Call the
rectory. The next drawing will be
November 22.

FIRST FRIDAY
The next First Friday Club Luncheon &
Speaker Series will be held this
Thursday, November 3 from 11:30am 1:00pm at Avion on the Water Banquet
Center. Rev. John Dear, Peace Activist
& Author, will be the speaker. His
program is “Following the Nonviolent
Jesus.” The cost to attend is $10.
Please call the rectory at 330-743-1109
to reserve your seat.

October 30, 2022
Stewardship at St. Patrick

Regular (57 envelopes)
Visitor
Electronic Giving (27)
Weekly Budget Amount
Difference
Novena
Preservation/Restoration
Combined Mission Collection
Thank you for your continued generosity!
Attendance at Mass: 11:00am: 140

$3,221.00
40.00
1,507.00
8,700.00
- 3,932.00
35.00
325.00
584.00

ALL SAINTS’ & ALL SOULS’ MASSES
All Saints’ Day Mass Schedule:
Monday, October 31 at 6:00pm at St. Patrick’s
Tuesday, November 1 at 8:30am at St. Angela Merici
All Souls’ Day Mass Schedule:
Tuesday, November 1 at 6:00pm at St. Patrick’s
Wednesday, November 2 at 6pm at St. Angela Merici

SPAGHETTI DINNER
Our next Spaghetti Dinner will be held next Sunday, November 6
from Noon - 3pm in the social hall. Dinners are $10; children 8
and under are $5.
The concert in church from 1:00- 1:45pm will feature Dawson, an
acoustic group celebrating rock music of the 60s and 70s. Two of
its members date back to 1974 at St. Charles School where Bob
Theadore (guitar/vocals) and Tina Ohlin Cummings (vocals) sang
in a musical group that they named The Dawson Singers after their
beloved principal Sr. Nancy Dawson. In 2016 when the two met
up again, they kept the name Dawson. Laina Zack (vocals) and
Andrew Cerritelli (violin/vocals) joined the group in 2019.

2022 JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL
The 2022 Youngstown Area Jewish Film Festival takes
participants on a cinematic, cultural journey that depicts a broad
spectrum of Jewish life. The films provide audiences with a
glimpse into the Jewish experience.
At St. Patrick’s on Tuesday, November 15 at 6:00pm, Run Boy Run
will be shown. The film is about an 8-year-old Srulik who flees
from the Warsaw ghetto in 1942 and attempts to survive, at first
alone in the forest, and then on a farm as a Christian orphan
named Jurek. Throughout his ordeal, he is in danger of losing his
Jewish identity. An optional tour of the church will begin at
5:30pm. Tickets are $7.00 in advance or $10 at the door. To
purchase tickets, go to www.jccyoungstown.org/filmfest or call
the rectory at 330-743-1109.

