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From Fr. Kevin
Typically we interpret Jesus’ invitation to Thomas as
Jesus’ way of proving who he was. It
makes sense to us
that Jesus had to
confront Thomas’
doubt with concrete, physical proof
that it was indeed himself who was
crucified and had now risen from
the dead. I’m quite sure it’s all the
proof any of us would need.
It would be interesting, however, to
contemplate another motive in the
mind of Jesus, a motive which
might serve Thomas better in his
role as disciple and witness to the
power Jesus had over death. What
if Jesus’ intention was not to reveal
something about himself, but to
reveal something about Thomas?
What if Thomas’ examination of
Jesus’ wounds was just a way to get
Thomas to examine his own
wounds?
Many wise sages throughout history have come to the conclusion that
it is in our suffering that we find
the strength to offer hope and healing to others. It was Jesus who first
proved this to be true and better
than anyone ever since. It can be
argued that all of us carry our own
scars of life; that the nail marks in
our hands and feet, the gashes in

our sides are healed over time after
time with every small resurrection
we experience. Life can do that to
us. With insults and accusations
flung at us, sometimes from out of
nowhere, with failure and disappointment, tragedy and grief, with
love lost and heart broken hopes
dashed and dreams shattered.
These leave scars; wounds healed
over yet still visible that mark the
struggles and pain and deaths we
endure. But they also make us
more sensitive and sensible, more
loving and compassionate, more
aware and more attentive. These
scars are our own nail marks; traces
of our own Good Fridays. They are
also reminders of our own Easter
Sundays, our own escape from the
tomb of sin and death. Jesus
proved who he was to Thomas, but
he also proved that nails and lances
could not do him in. He proved
that he could rise above the cross
and the death it bore on its beam.
At this point in our lives, we’re well
beyond needing proof of who Jesus
is, and we are well aware of what
he did, and what he endured. It is
beyond dispute that in his death
and resurrection Jesus conquered
sin and death. He conquered sin
and death for everyone. Our problem is that sometimes we forget
that everyone includes you and me

also. We find it much easier to tell
someone, with great passion, that
Jesus loves them. It’s a little harder
to imagine the same about me. To
be certain, everyone around us has
been freed from sin and death, but
they don’t carry the same secrets
and sins that I do. It’s a matter of
worthiness. We need reassured
that driven nails and thrust lances
have no real power over us, and
that means any of us - all of us.
Jesus did indeed die on the cross for
us, and he bore the marks to prove
it. But in his resurrection he left the
tomb empty, and the real miracle is
that we’ve walked out of that tomb
right along with him. Life gives us
plenty of opportunities to hang on
our crosses, and we may well have
the marks and the scars to prove it.
But the dawn of Easter joy is the
dawn of our salvation, and by the
marks, maybe not on our hands or
our sides but perhaps on our
hearts, we have the chance to show
others that sin and death, pain and
suffering can never do us in, just
like Jesus proved to Thomas. May
we have the courage and conviction to convince others of this immutable truth, and may we have
grace enough to believe it for ourselves.
Easter Blessings!!

PSYANKY UKRAINIAN EGGS
After Masses today and next week, Psyanky Ukrainian
Eggs will be available for
$20 apiece with all
proceeds going to Catholic
Relief Services for their
work helping Ukrainian
citizens. Sign-ups will be
available for future classes
to learn this ancient craft that embodies many symbols
of our faith.

EASTER VIGIL
Congratulations to the newly initiated: Arthur,
Xavier, Sam, and Elizabeth who were welcomed
into the church at the Easter Vigil.
Congratulations also to Drew who received the
Sacrament of Confirmation.
Please continue to keep them and their sponsors in
your prayers.

Second Sunday of Easter
MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday, April 24 / 2nd Sunday of Easter
11:00am Mary Clayton
5:30pm Michael Hartzell
Monday, April 25 / St. Mark
8:30am Peter & Anna Kelly
Saturday, April 30
2:00pm Pancake / Campbell
Wedding
Sunday, May 1 / 3rd Sunday of Easter
11:00am Dick Davis
5:30pm Al Cervello
Monday, May 2 / St. Athanasius
8:30am Jack Doran

The Sanctuary Candle
burns April 23 thru April 29
in memory of
Tom O’Hara
from Bill & Jackie Lucarell.

April 24, 2022
Stewardship at St. Patrick
Regular (27 envelopes)
$1,686.00
Electronic Giving (25)
1,112.00
Weekly Budget Amount
7,375.00
Difference
- 4,577.00
Novena
45.00
Preservation/Restoration
225.00
Easter (to date)
6,729.00
Thank you for your continued generosity!
Attendance at Mass:
Easter Vigil: 172 Easter Sunday: 234

ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
Thank you to everyone who has made a commitment to the 2022
Annual Diocesan Appeal, One in Hope, One in Mission. As of April
13th, we were at 53% of our parish goal of $37,700. We need the
support of every member of our parish if we are to be successful.
If you have not yet made your commitment, please take a
commitment envelope located at the church doors and return it
next week.

SPAGHETTI DINNER
THANK YOU
Our community changed lives this
Lent through CRS
Rice Bowl, and we
want to say THANK
YOU! Don’t forget to
return your CRS Rice Bowl and put
them in the boxes at the doors or
donate online at crsricebowl.org/give.

ADULT ALTAR SERVERS
St. Patrick’s is looking for volunteers
to be Adult Altar Servers for Masses
and funerals. Are you retired or have a
flexible work schedule? This might be
the perfect ministry for you.
Interested? Please contact the rectory
at 330-743-1109.

THANK YOU
The Altar Guild would like to thank
everyone who supported their Kolachi
Sale.

Join us next Sunday from Noon - 3:00pm for our monthly
Spaghetti Dinner. Performing for The Sauce & Song Concert in
church from 1:30 - 2:15pm will be Vocalist Rachell Joy.

FIRST FRIDAY
The next First Friday Club Luncheon & Speaker Series will be
held on Thursday, May 5 from 11:30am - 1:00pm at Avion on the
Water Banquet Center. Krisanne Vaillancourt Murphy M.T.S.,
Executive Director of Catholics Mobilizing Network will be the
speaker. Her program is “Ending the Death Penalty and
Promoting Restorative Justice.” The cost to attend is $10. Please
call the rectory at 330-743-1109 to reserve your seat.

CALLING ALL BAKERS...
The Parish Life Committee will be hosting the reception
following the Diocesan Anniversary Mass on Sunday, May 8 at
St. Columba. If you’re able to donate a couple dozen cookies for a
cookie table, please call the rectory at 330-743-1109. Thank you!

NEXT SUNDAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Acts of the Apostles: 5:27-32, 40b-41
Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14
Gospel: John 21:1-19

